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DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre) [9.02 am]: Cognisant of yesterday’s developments following on from the work of 
cabinet and the Minister for Mines and Petroleum in the gold royalties space, I present a petition that supports 
Western Australia’s gold mining industry and opposes any increase in gold royalties. I was petitioned to present 
this petition in any case. The petition of the following pages contains 583 signatures, and reads — 

To the Honourable, the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled; 

We the undersigned residents of Western Australia are opposed to any increase to the current gold 
royalty rate of 2.5 per cent. 

The minerals royalty review may result in gold producers being unfairly disadvantaged because they are 
not protected from tax increases under State Agreements. 

Despite the current marginal, high-cost operating environment, the gold industry is the second largest 
employer in the state with 25,000 men and women working in the sector. In 2012–13, it made 
a substantial $8 billion contribution to the state economy and paid more than $300 million in royalties 
and taxes to the State Government. 

Any increase to the current gold royalty rate of 2.5 per cent could have the following impacts: 

• Reduce WA’s Gross State Production by $110 million in 2015–16 and $240 million in  
2016–17 if the royalty rate was increased to 5 per cent; 

• Result in an estimated 1,500 jobs lost due to mine closures and exploration cutbacks; 

• Damage WA’s reputation as a stable jurisdiction for mining investment; and 

• Create uncertainty for gold miners with long term business plans for further exploration. 

Your petitioners therefore respectfully request the Legislative Assembly protect the future of WA’s 
gold industry and reject any proposal to increase gold royalty rates. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I also have another petition with 1 639 nonconforming signatures. 

[See petition 230.] 
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